
  DALLASTOWN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
700 New School Lane, Dallastown, PA  17313-9242 

 
MINUTES – December 20, 2018 

  
1.0 CALLED TO ORDER 

The special meeting of the Dallastown Area School Board convened in the High School Theater Room on Thursday, 
December 20, 2018.  Ronald J. Blevins, Board President, called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. He announced that an 
Executive Session was held prior to this meeting for a personnel matter. 

 
2.0   ATTENDEES 

Board Members:  Steven C. Bentzel, Ronald J. Blevins, John E. Hartman, Sue A. Heistand, Michael Jones, William A. 
Lytle, Michael D. Noll, Jr., Anthony J. Pantano and Hilary S. Trout  
Solicitor: Fox Rothschild Attorney Brian Subers 
Student Representative: Jacob Plowman was not able to attend this meeting. 
Administrators: Denise Blackwell, Dr. Joshua Doll, Dr. Ronald Dyer, Jim Heilman, Dr. Kelly Kessler, Kurt Rohrbaugh and 
Tom Stauffer. 
Other Dallastown Area School District Staff/Citizens/Guests/Presenters:  Attendance sheet attached/filed. (Click Here) 
News Media: York Daily Record – N/A York Dispatch – Lindsay VanAsdalan 
 

3.0 APPROVAL OF BOARD AGENDA (copy filed) 
 

Mrs. Heistand moved and Mr. Lytle seconded approval of the Agenda as is. 
 
By voice vote, the motion passed unanimously… 
Ayes:  Steven C. Bentzel, Ronald J. Blevins, John E. Hartman, Sue A. Heistand, Michael Jones, William A. Lytle, Michael 
D. Noll, Jr., Anthony J. Pantano and Hilary S. Trout 
 

4.0 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – There were none. 
 

5.0 SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S) – There were none.  
                                                                

6.0 SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – No report was given; his comments were made later in the meeting. 
 

7.0 CONSENT ITEM(S) – There were none. 
 

8.0 ACTION ITEM(S):   
8.1 Resolution 2018-08 for the Loganville-Springfield E.S. Renovations and Additions to Authorize the Notices 

of Intent to Award Contracts and Submission of the Necessary Documentation for PlanCon Part F and 
Part G Approval to the Pennsylvania Department of Education (Resolution) (Part F Attachment C)  
(DRAFT Part G) (copies filed)  
 
Dr. Dyer noted review of the bids by the architects, engineers, board members and legal counsel and that 
everything is in order.  He explained tonight’s action and the remaining process with the hope of beginning 
construction in late January, weather permitting. 
 
Mr. Lytle moved and Mrs. Heistand seconded approval of Action Item 8.1 as presented. 
 
Mr. Pantano read aloud his statement. In summary, he’ll be voting “no” on this matter because we did not reach 
the $20M goal; however, he thanked those involved in the extensive process and will support the project.  Mr. 
Jones echoed Mr. Pantano’s comments and added that he is excited about the project although he doesn’t like the 
price tag.  He congratulated and thanked Dr. Kessler, Dr. Dyer and Mr. Lytle for their hard work. Mr. Noll echoed 
Mr. Pantano as well.  He thanked all stakeholders on the Facility Study Committee for its recommendation and 
referenced his business’ approach to a ‘Plan A’ and a ‘Plan B.’  He recalled the selection of this alternative and 
the hope of avoiding an increase in op ex, an increase in staff, disruptions to the delivery of education and the 
relocation of students.  He will also vote “no” because he felt we could have trimmed a little more; however, he 
will support the project moving forward.  Mr. Hartman shared his support for the project and his appreciation for 
the earlier comments and the past engagement among the full board.  He felt the process was handled well even 
though we’ve had to adjust from our original goal.   
 
By roll call vote, the motion was passed 6-3… 
Ayes:  Steven C. Bentzel, Ronald J. Blevins, John E. Hartman, Sue A. Heistand, William A. Lytle and Hilary S. 
Trout 
Nays:  Michael Jones, Michael D. Noll, Jr. and Anthony J. Pantano 

https://dallastown.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=20604952
https://dallastown.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=20604952
https://dallastown.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=20571678
https://dallastown.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=20571680
https://dallastown.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=20571676


December 20, 2018   2 
 

 
9.0 INFORMATION ITEMS – There was none.    

 
10.0 CALENDAR OF BOARD EVENTS: (They are open to the public and located at 700 New School Lane, Dallastown, PA  

17313, unless noted otherwise.)     
 

10.1 Board Committee Meetings – Thursday, January 10, 2019, in High School Theater/LGI Room: 
10.1.1 Building & Capital Projects Committee – 6:00 p.m. 
10.1.2 Finance Committee – 7:00 p.m. 
10.1.3 Human Resources Committee – 8:00 p.m. (closed to the public, adjourn to AD Board Room) 

 
10.2 Board Meeting – Thursday, January 17, 2019, 7:30 p.m. in the High School Theater/LGI Room 

 
11.0 CONFERENCE REQUESTS – There were none. 

 
11.0 BOARD COMMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE – Dr. Dyer thanked the Board of School Directors (past and present) for its 

consideration and acceptance of this project that will deeply impact the future of our District. He noted that Loganville-
Springfield evidences a long history of academic success, and that the enhancements we will be making to the school will 
ensure that success will continue for decades to come. There were also many components that led to tonight’s action and that 
history can be found on our District website.  In advance, he thanked students, teachers and parents/guardians for their 
patience while construction occurs; it has been carefully phased. After construction, you will have a strong, updated, and 
enhanced environment for optimal teaching and learning. He congratulated the Committee representatives, PTO members, 
teachers, parents, and administration. Their fine work has made this possible. 
 
Mr. Blevins is very happy with tonight’s vote and the balance with a building that will serve us for decades to come but is 
not a “Taj Mahal.”  After tonight’s meeting, we’ll show a brief video of a 3-D walkthrough of what the school will look 
like – tastefully understated.  He thanked everyone for their patience through the extensive process which began in 2015 
following a board retreat.  The Board honored the list of needs in the guiding document from the Facility Study Committee; 
it ‘got in line’ during the moratorium on PlanCon; and, it undertook a refinancing so that annual debt service would not 
change as a result of this project. While he can’t promise that there will never be a tax increase, he can assure taxpayers 
that taxes won’t go up because of this project.  He thanked all the key individuals for their countless hours involved in the 
process and the parents, students and community for their patience and support. 
 
Mr. Hartman acknowledged that Mr. Blevins was the chair of the Facility Study Committee and that his wife assisted the 
committee as well. 
 
Mr. Lytle noted the team approach and his advocacy to improve the deficiencies to complement the staff members in their 
continued search for excellence.  He feels this is being done for the right price and the right reason recognizing that there 
are other projects that need to be done.  He acknowledged the very tight bids but is concerned with the small number of 
general contractors who submitted bids, attributing it to legislative limitations. 
 

12.0 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – Jillian Mastromatteo thanked everyone on behalf of the parents and PTO.  She 
acknowledged the long process and the Board’s thought and care – its due diligence.  This will be an opportunity for their 
children to grow.  
 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
  

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        
       Lisa M. Kirby        
       Dallastown Area School Board Secretary 
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